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Senator McCrory, Representative Currey, and Connecticut General Assembly members of the

Education Committee. My name is Lisa Lenskold and I am the Co Founder of Norwalk Grows,

School Garden Partnership in Norwalk, Connecticut.  Today, I am speaking on HB 6842: An Act

Concerning the Establishment of a Local Food for Schools Incentive Program and Expansion of

The CT Grown for CT Kids Grants Program and to ask for your support in moving this bill

forward.

I have been working in school gardens and Farm to School for over 10 years in Connecticut and

after the first year of the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant Program, there has never been more

excitement and interest in Farm to School in Connecticut.

In Norwalk, Ponus Ridge STEAM Academy is a school where Norwalk Grows has been working to

provide youth with food education and school garden opportunities. Other areas that we focus

are social and emotional growth, learning life skills and youth voice.  At greater than 80% free

and reduced lunch eligibility, Ponus Ridge is considered a high need middle school in Norwalk.

The staff and community work incredibly hard to create opportunities for students to learn and

grow during a very critical social and emotional time of their lives.

By receiving the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant Award, these 6th-8th grade students are creating a

local food system right in their school. From starting seeds, caring for the crops, harvesting and

cooking on a mobile cooking cart, Edible U will provide students with a program that is run by

kids, for the kids. This is an incredibly empowering and uplifting opportunity for these students

who are being led by a FoodCorps Service Member.  The power of community and cultural



awareness  is literally growing at Ponus Ridge STEAM Academy because of funding provided by

the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant!

Additionally, as Norwalk Public Schools prioritizes locally grown produce in school meals, the

Local Food Incentive Program would help support this CEP district with costs associated with

local procurement, while continuing to support local farms.  Farmers need to know there is a

dependable market for their crops and schools can be a dependable market, but we have to be

willing to invest in growing those markets.

If Farm to School has taught me anything, it’s that our power is in working together and

together we can achieve great things.  I urge you to support funding for this program and invest

in our farmers, youth and schools.

Thank you for your time and your service.

Lisa Lenskold, Norwalk Grows, Co Founder and Director

Norwalk, CT


